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Summary
The book tells the story of Agnes Gonxha, better known 
as Mother Teresa. Born in Skopje, she became a missionary 
in India. She started the Missionaries of Charity and 
opened a big children’s home. The organisation founded 
23 homes in India and they extended their work to other 
countries. After a BBC programme about her and her 
work, she became world-famous as Mother Teresa. In 
1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. When she 
died in 1997, there were 4,000 Missionaries of Charity 
in 123 countries. She thought of herself as a pen in God’s 
hand: “And He is sending a love letter to the world,” she 
used to say.

Background and themes

Values such as charity and solidarity are illustrated 
throughout Mother Teresa’s biography. Her work shows 
how all religions and cultures can work together to achieve 
that objective.

Mother Teresa’s homeland has experienced war, religious 
and political conflict. When she was born, Skopje’s 
population was a mixture of ethnic groups, including 
Macedonians, Albanians, Serbs, Turks and Bulgarians. 
The city became a major centre of rebellion against the 
weakening Ottoman Empire. The Ottomans were expelled 
from the city in August 1912 by the Albanian forces. 
Several months later Skopje was captured by the Serbs. 
In 1915, Bulgaria seized much of Macedonia. Skopje was 
restored to Serbia at the end of World War I, in 1918. 
The city was occupied by Bulgaria during both world 
wars but on its liberation in 1944, it became the capital 
of the new People’s Republic of Macedonia. Following 
the wars, Skopje and the rest of Yugoslav Macedonia 

was incorporated into the Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. In 1991 the Yugoslav federation broke up and 
Skopje became the capital of the independent Republic of 
Macedonia. 

Discussion activities

Pages 1–7
Before reading
1	 Discuss: Who	was	Mother	Teresa?	
 Students can make a list of what they know about her.
2	 World	famous	people:	Ask students to think about 

other famous people who helped the world in many 
ways. You can use this chart:

WHO WHEN WHERE WHY

Mahatma	
Gandhi

1912–1960 India He loved 
peace.

3	 Questions: Ask students to think of questions they 
have about Mother Teresa. Ask them to keep them  
on a separate sheet. You can give them a few as an 
example, e.g. Where was she born? When was she 
born? As students read, they can answer some of these 
questions. 

After reading
4	 Mother	Teresa’s	fact	file:	Ask students to make a 

chart with information about her.

Name

Family name

Family 

Birth date

Birth place

Pages 8–15
While reading
5	 Discuss:	What did the BBC programme show? 

Encourage students to write a storyboard with 
captions.

6	 Discuss:	What do you think Mother Teresa did with 
the money from the Noble Peace Prize? What other 
Noble Prizes are there? Encourage students to do 
research before the discussion.

After reading
7	 Write: Ask students to make a list of words that they 

think were important to Mother Teresa. You can  
guide students by asking them if the word “boy” is 
important for her. 

Vocabulary activities
For the Word List and vocabulary activities, go to  
www.penguinreaders.com.
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